Pancreatic cancer epidemiology.
Carcinoma of the exocrine pancreas remains a challenging disease mainly due to advanced stage diagnosis, the early systemic dissemination, aggressive local tumor progression, and subsequent short patient survival. Thus, assessment of incidence markers instead of prevalence indicators is recommended because the time between diagnosis and death is usually very short. Investigations to date have led to the discovery of many rare genes and environmental factors that contribute to pancreatic cancer. However, common genes involved in genetic polymorphisms, and specific risk factors have not been identified. Furthermore, the role of gene-environment interactions on the tumorogenesis and progression of pancreatic cancer need to be further investigated. Given current therapeutic modalities, only early detection of cancer of the pancreas, followed by surgical resection, offers the possibility of lengthening survival time.